Isolated Intraventricular Chronic Mucormycosis in an Immunocompetent Infant: A Rare Case with Review of the Literature.
Mucormycosis of the central nervous system is an uncommon infection caused by saprophytic or parasitic fungi of the subphylum Mucormycotina and order Mucorales viz. Rhizopus, Mucor, and Rhizomucor. Isolated, chronic involvement of the central nervous system is a rare occurrence. To the best of our knowledge, isolated chronic ventricular involvement in an infant has not been reported previously. Isolated intracerebral mucormycosis is a disease of the immunocompromised patient, and to date only 6 cases have been reported in immunocompetent patients, including 2 pediatric cases. We present the case of an immunocompetent infant presenting with features of increased intracranial tension. He underwent cerebrospinal fluid diversion and was found to harbor mucormycosis on histopathologic examination of intraventricular debris. We also present a brief review of the relevant literature. Although mucormycosis is an acute fulminant infection, chronic isolated cerebral cases are known in the immunocompetent patient. Patients also may present with isolated hydrocephalus, and hence fungal infection must be ruled out in all, especially if a shunt is warranted.